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The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable MARK
L. PRYOR, a Senator from the State of
Arkansas.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Today’s
opening prayer will be offered by our
guest Chaplain, Rabbi Stephen Baars,
of Aish Hatorah, of North Bethesda,
MD.

PRAYER

The guest Chaplain offered the fol-
lowing prayer:

Words are more powerful than medi-
cine, and more painful than daggers.

Words can give courage to soldiers or
destroy careers, even lives.

There is a Jewish teaching, that a
person is granted so many words in this
world, and when he has used them up,
s0 is his time on this good earth.

There is the right word.

Then there is the right word at the
right time.

Then there is the right word and the
courage to say it to the right people.

May the Almighty, Ruler of this
world, fill our hearts and minds with
the wisdom, truth, and courage to be
able to choose the right words, at the
right time, with the right person.
Amen.

———
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable MARK L. PRYOR led
the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———————

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. BYRD).

The assistant legislative clerk read
the following letter:

Senate

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, May 22, 2008.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable MARK L. PRYOR, a
Senator from the State of Arkansas, to per-
form the duties of the Chair.

ROBERT C. BYRD,
President pro tempore.

Mr. PRYOR thereupon assumed the
chair as Acting President pro tempore.
———
RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.
——
WELCOMING THE GUEST
CHAPLAIN

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I listened
intently to the prayer of the rabbi. I
was really concerned during the first
part of it because he said you only have
so many words and then you are all
through. But he went on to better ex-
plain that, which we surely appreciate,
because we talk a lot around here. And
if it is just words only, I think our life
expectancy would not be very long. So
we appreciate the Rabbi putting all the
other conditions on it.

———

SCHEDULE

Mr. REID. Mr. President, following
leader time, the Senate will resume
consideration of the House message to
accompany H.R. 2642, the supplemental
appropriations bill. There will be 2
hours of debate prior to a series of up
to four rollcall votes in relation to mo-
tions to concur in House amendments.

It is my understanding the 2-hour
time is equally divided between the
parties. Is that true?

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator is correct.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, under the
direction of Senator BYRD, Senator

MURRAY will allocate the time on this
side. I would further tell all Senators,
because of the procedural glitch we had
with the farm bill, we have not totally
worked out what we are going to do on
the farm bill yet. I had a conversation
with the Speaker. I have spoken to
both Parliamentarians—the House and
Senate Parliamentarians. I think what
we are going to do, as the House has
done—I think at this time it is our in-
tention to override the veto of the
President. He vetoed 14 of the 15 sec-
tions of the farm bill. Through a cler-
ical error, section 3 was left out. As a
result of that, section 3 will be sent to
us from the House later today, having
been passed, and we will see if we can
pass that here later today. But we have
a good legal precedent going back to a
case, I understand, in 1892, when some-
thing like this happened before. It is
totally constitutional to do what we
are planning to do. So no one should be
concerned about that.

Also, after we finish the work on the
supplemental, we are going to go to,
hopefully, the farm bill and the budget
and complete all that.

As all Senators know, for a number
of personal reasons, not the least of
which is the wedding of Senator DAN
INOUYE on Saturday in Los Angeles,
and his best man is Senator STEVENS,
they are not going to be here tomor-
row. So as a result of that and other
things, we are going to do our very best
to complete work on what we have
today, and we should be able to do
that.

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION AND
VETERANS AFFAIRS APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2008
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. Under the previous order, the
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